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My own daughter was not in school
today and will not be tomorrow due to
threats of copycat violence. Many
school districts across metro Detroit
have closed altogether.

This is a terrifying time to be a par-
ent, a school professional, a law en-
forcement officer, and, Lord knows, a
child.

This was the deadliest school shoot-
ing since 2018, the year our children
rose up and asked us to take action.
The House has passed several bills to
curb gun violence, yet Congress as a
whole has not enacted a single new law
for our kids.

This father urges our colleagues in
the Senate to act, no more thoughts
and prayers, but to act at long last.

I send my deepest condolences to the
families and friends of Hana, Tate,
Madisyn, and Justin. When we say
never again, let’s mean it this time.

——
WARREN COUNTY TAX HOLIDAY

(Mr. CHABOT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. CHABOT. Madam Speaker, infla-
tion is at the highest level that we
have seen in decades and rising. The
cost of buying a home is up. The cost
to fill your gas tank is up. The cost to
feed your family is up. Even the cost of
buying Christmas presents for your
children or grandchildren is up.

While the pandemic certainly bears
some blame, the failed policies of the
Biden administration have made things
considerably worse. His administration
and his allies here in Congress have
spent trillions of dollars that we don’t
have, which inevitably will lead to
higher taxes and higher prices for
items that hardworking Americans buy
every day.

Despite the bad news nationally, one
county in my congressional district ac-
tually has good news for its residents.
Warren County Commissioners Tom
Grossmann, Shannon Jones, and David
Young announced recently that they
would not be collecting property taxes
from their residents this year. The
commissioners are able to do this by
exercising fiscal responsibility, as we
ought to do here in the House, and put-
ting aside money for a rainy day, rath-
er than spending money that they
didn’t have.

Kudos to the Warren County commis-
sioners for giving their taxpayers a lit-
tle extra holiday cheer this year.

———

A DIMINISHED SUPREME COURT

(Mr. COHEN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. COHEN. Madam Speaker, I
mourn the loss of the Supreme Court of
the United States of America.

As a lawyer, I have always had re-
spect for the Court as the highest court
in the land dispensing justice, but
starting with Bush v. Gore, it became
more political.
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In Shelby v. Holder, it emasculated
the Voting Rights Act, destroying sec-
tion 5 and taking the basic funda-
mental principles of democracy away
from so many people.

In Citizens United, it gave the rich
and the powerful more and more
money.

And then yesterday,
women’s right to choose.

To hear some of the arguments from
Justice Kavanaugh, to say abortion is
not in the Constitution so we should
leave it to the States, well, high-speed
internet is not in the Constitution ei-
ther, but the courts can hear cases on
that. Nuclear power is not in the Con-
stitution, but the Court will hear cases
on that.

To hear Justice Barrett say women
can just go a little longer and give
birth to those children because there
will be somebody there that wants to
adopt that child, deciding for the
mothers that they will have to bear
that child might cost them their life.
Childbearing is not without risk and
takes them away from other things.

Unfortunately, the Court is very di-
minished.

it took away
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MANIPULATION OF GAS PRICES

(Mr. FITZGERALD asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. FITZGERALD. Madam Speaker,
the Biden administration’s energy
agenda is a disaster. The President’s
decision to cancel the Keystone XL
pipeline cost hundreds of jobs in Wis-
consin and undermined our Nation’s
energy independence, and his policies
have made energy prices soar.

As a result, the American people are
paying the price at the gas pump. Part
of my district, the Fifth Congressional
District in southeastern Wisconsin, is
an EPA-designated ozone nonattain-
ment zone, another contributor to the
very high gas prices that we are seeing.

This designation requires area gas
stations to use more expensive, refor-
mulated gasoline. The increased cost of
the reformulated gas is passed on to
consumers, resulting in gas prices 10 to
15 cents higher in some counties in my
district, compared to the county right
next to it.

The irony is that President Biden is
blaming oil and gas companies for ma-
nipulating gas prices and is encour-
aging the FTC to investigate. In re-
ality, it is the administration’s old,
failed policies that are responsible for
the manipulation of the gas prices. The
truth is Americans cannot afford this
way of life.

————

MATERNAL MORTALITY RATES
AMONG BLACK WOMEN
(Mr. BOWMAN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

December 2, 2021

Mr. BOWMAN. Madam Speaker, I rise
today because the maternal health cri-
sis in this country is dire, with the
United States being the only developed
country in the world experiencing a
rise in maternal mortality rates.

It is even more dire for Black women,
who are three to four times more likely
to die from pregnancy-related com-
plications.

This is no coincidence. For centuries,
systemic racism has harmed the men-
tal, physical, and economic well-being
of Black and Brown people. Thanks to
the leadership of Black women in Con-
gress, Congresswoman UNDERWOOD,
Congresswoman SEWELL, Congress-
woman ADAMS, and more, who are driv-
ing the momnibus, this body is work-
ing to bring us out of a Black maternal
health crisis.

Madam Speaker, I rise for my sisters
and their babies who are more than a
statistic and deserve to be holistically
treated and cared for. Black moms
matter.

I urge my colleagues to support the
momnibus and join us in our effort to
protect Black women and Black moth-
ers.

———————

RECOGNIZING BRIGADIER  GEN-
ERAL WILLIAM ‘“ROBBIE” ROB-
ERTSON ON HIS RETIREMENT

(Mr. LAHOOD asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LAHOOD. Madam Speaker, I rise
to commemorate the service of Briga-
dier General William ‘‘Robbie’” Robert-
son on his retirement from the Illinois
Air National Guard.

A Peoria native, General Robertson
served 41 years in the Armed Forces,
much of it as a member of Peoria’s
182nd Airlift Wing of the Illinois Na-
tional Guard. He served in various ca-
pacities as a security policeman, a
pilot, a forward air controller, chief of
operations, wing commander, and chief
of staff for the Illinois Air National
Guard.

General Robertson was integral in
making the 182nd one of the best C-130
units in the country. During General
Robertson’s time at the 182nd, the unit
earned five Air Force Outstanding Unit
Awards, and nine times reached the
highest C-130 Hercules mission capable
rates in Air Mobility Command.

General Robertson is known through-
out the Peoria community for his
steady leadership and integrity. He is
beloved by those who worked with him
and know him.

I want to thank him for his service to
our country and to our community and
wish him well in his retirement.

——————

RECOGNIZING GORDON RATHER

(Mr. HILL asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. HILL. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to recognize Gordon Rather and
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